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INTERACTIVE LEARNING METHODS
IN TEACHING ESP TO ECONOMICS STUDENTS

Y emammi npoananizosano 3acmocysanus iHmepakmusHux mMemooia y niocomoeyi MatlOymHix
Qaxieyie 6 eany3i eKOHOMIKU HA 3AHAMMAX 3 AH2MIUCLKOI MOBU. 3a805KU  8NPOBAOICEHHIO
KOMNEMeHmHICHO20 ~ Ni0OX00y 00 HABYAHHA, BAJICIUBUM 3A60AHHAM  GUWOI oceimu Ha
CbO2OOHIWHbOMY emani € hopmMy8aHHs NPUKIAOHUX HABUYOK. IHmepakmueHe HABUAHMA HAOAE
MAuOYmMHiM — eKOHOMICMAaM — MOMNCIUBICMb — BUKOPUCTNOBY8AMU  C80I Npoghecitini  mepMiHu y
CRINKY8AHHI 3 [HO3EMHUMU NAPMHEPAMU, 8€CMU NEpe2o8opuU AH2IIUCLKOI CO8010, NIONUCY8amu
KOHmMpaKmu, nucamu JUCmu ma po36ueamu Cnienpayio 3 Napmuepamu.

Knrouoei cnosa: inmepakmusna mexnono2isi HAGUAHHS, Memoou Ha84aHHs, NPoeKmua poboma,
poavosa zpa.

With the introduction of a competence-based approach to learning, the vital task of higher
education is the formation of applied skills. Teaching English for specific purposes (ESP) to
students is considered to be the priority in higher education. The ability to communicate in other
languages plays a vital role in professional competence of specialists in economics. A productive
lesson in a higher educational establishment should impart knowledge of foreign languages, as well
as the ability to use a foreign language in various situations. Students should be taught to
independently acquire knowledge, to be able to work in a team, to gain experience in solving
problem situations. Developing independence and active participation in students can be achieved
with the help of interactive methods of learning. The objective of interactive teaching is to prepare a
young person for life and civic engagement in a civil society and a democratic state governed by the
rule of law. Educational tasks of higher education should include the formation of intercultural
communication skills in a multicultural society [2, p. 261].

The English language study plays an important role in forming professional competences of
future economists. Economics students should know the rules of behaviour in a foreign language
environment, value-based orientations of people from other cultures, the ways of analyzing
mistakes and of finding ways out of a conflict situation. One of the options for enhancing students'
learning activities in the course of ESP is the use of interactive methods and technologies as a way
to mobilize their internal resources and to increase motivation. Teachers should not only teach a
foreign language, but with the help of a foreign language should teach students to be guided in a
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new socio-cultural context, in a modern information flow, be mobile and proactive in solving
educational, professional and personal problems [1, p. 7].

The topicality of the interactive methods can be motivated by the development of international
cooperation, by the latest changes in economic and social conditions of life, by the trend in the
educational system to modernize the educational process and have competitive, professional and
competent graduates on the Ukrainian labour market.

It is impossible to understate the importance of interactive learning which can be described as a
pedagogical technique that engages students by having them actively participate with peers in
lessons. Interactive techniques can be defined as such an organization of the educational process,
which makes it impossible for student not to participate in the collective process of learning: each
student has a specific task and the quality of performance of the group depends on his activity.

Far from being a method of teaching reserved for only elementary-level students, the notion of
the interactive classroom has been realized even at the highest stages of education. The article
analyses the application of interactive techniques in training future specialists in the field of
Economics at ESP lessons. Interactive learning arms them with the ability to use their professional
terms in communication with foreign partners, to hold negotiations, to sign contracts, to write
emails and develop cooperation. The interactive techniques discussed in the article have been used
with the students majoring in Economics in Izmail State University of Humanities.

One of the main purposes of interactive learning, like project-based learning, is to move
textbook problems from the realm of the theoretical into the realm of the real. With project-based
learning, students learn how to solve problems that they might encounter in real life. The
advantages of interactive forms of learning are the development of cognitive abilities, the
development of oral and written language in English, the development of communication and
organizational skills, self-assessment of their activities, the ability to search and analyze
information.

We usually study a lot of grammar and vocabulary materials separately from the context, which
is not good for students because we cannot expect students to use their knowledge of linguistic rules
or new words without being shown how to apply their knowledge into practice. We, teachers, are to
find effective ways to make students realize their potential in a close to real life communication,
which might be typical of their future professional activity.

R. Arends highlights the following interactive teaching techniques: presentations, direct
instructions, concept teaching, cooperative learning, problem-based instruction and classroom
discussion [3, p. 229]. Interactive activities like role playing, simulations, small-group discussions,
etc. ensure the use of the “learning by doing” principle when students demonstrate willingness to
overcome their barriers and use the language in a given situation. Teachers can also use electronic
communication means like chat-rooms, podcasts, forums, social networking sites, etc.

We can single out “student-to-student” interaction, when a question is posed to a small group of
students rather than to just one learner. In such a situation the answer is worked out and recalled
more effectively. Dialogue and cooperation are key concepts at this stage of work. One more
connection is with the “real world”. We can equip our students with the tools needed to live in the
21% century world by teaching students more universally-applicable critical and problem-solving
skills.

One technique that you can use to encourage conversation is called “think-pair-share.” To use
this method, ask your students a complex question (for example: Would you prefer to work in a
state company or a private firm? What are the advantages and disadvantages of working in a
multinational company?) and then give them time to turn to their partner and discuss possible
answers. After each pair decides on what they want to say, you can either have students write down
their answers or you can go around the room calling on groups until everyone has shared.

During business role-playing a real professional situation is simulated. This form of activity
helps students demonstrate their linguistic knowledge, creative abilities and personal position. For
example, one student in the pair is a representative of some company. The other student is a
representative of a bank. They are talking about getting a bank loan for the company.
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“Case-study” is a method which is used at the end of a thematic unit. The teacher sets a task in
the form of a case so that students can analyze a particular professional situation and suggest the
decision. Students discuss the issue in a team and decide on the best solution. Case-study method
gives an opportunity to combine theory and practice, to teach students how to do team-work, to
evaluate alternatives in problem solving and to show independence in making decisions. For
example, the students are to imagine the situation when they are members of the interviewing team.
They are to choose a candidate for the vacancy in their international company. They study the
information and listen to the interview extracts of three candidates. Then they work in groups and
discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each candidate. In the end they decide who to select for the
vacant position and give reasons for their choice. At the end of the lesson they write an email from
the interviewing team to the Regional Director of the company.

Another example is when the students imagine they are workers of a large advertising agency
which has expanded rapidly in recent years and has a number of famous companies and its clients.
Advertising staff are well paid but they work long hours. The staff feels highly stressed. The
students are to discuss in groups how the high levels of stress could affect the performance of the
agency. They listen to some people speaking about stress and read about some incidents involving
stress. They work as members of the HR department and decide what actions the department should
take in each case. They make suggestions for practical ways of reducing stress levels of staff in the
agency. Then they write a report to the CEO of the company.

While working in groups students are free to change places, share their opinions aloud, and
assist other students. They choose to support or oppose each other. The final stage is reaching a
conclusion that satisfies the group.

Such methods of work teach students to be active, initiative, cooperative and make the process
of learning more interesting and exciting. Interactive learning creates special conditions leading to
the involvement of all students in the learning process, it teachers students to think critically and to
solve difficult problems. Teaching English for specific purposes should be conducted organizing the
process of interaction which provides a meaningful professionally oriented communication in class.
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