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MODERN ENGLISH SOCIO-POLITICAL TERMINOLOGY

The relevance of the research is that recently there has been an increasing
interest in studying changes in the English language vocabulary, especially socio-
political vocabulary, which is particularly susceptible to changes, since it reflects all
the historical processes of politics and society as a whole. The process of vocabulary
replenishment in this layer occurs due to the constant borrowing and formation of
new words.

The purpose of the work is to attempt to classify socio-political vocabulary in
the language of modern English-language periodicals: by areas of use. The task is to
study the concept of socio-political vocabulary, its composition and main research
directions; to identify vocabulary with socio-political semantics in the texts of
modern English-language mass media; to give a classification of socio-political
vocabulary found in modern media by areas of use.

The object of the research is socio-political vocabulary.

The subject of the research is the functioning of socio-political vocabulary in
modern media.

Socio-political vocabulary as an object of linguistic description and reflection of
changes in the life of society has attracted the attention of many researchers in
different periods of the development of the English language, since this lexical layer
is one of the unstable in the lexical and semantic system.

Due to the increased role of research on socio-political communication and
analysis of patterns of communication activity, attention is currently being paid to the
study of political vocabulary. Despite a large number of works, a variety of topics
and areas of research of socio-political vocabulary, a number of tasks remain
unsolved.

The radical political changes that have taken place in the world over the past 10
years have led to equally radical changes in the vocabulary of the English language
and, in particular, in the political vocabulary. In this work, the focus of our attention
IS the socio-political vocabulary in the media.

In the course of our research, we reviewed the works of A.V. Ermakova,
S. A. Manik, E. E. Osetrova, G. Ya. Solganik, T. V. Kharlamova, A. P. Chudinov and
others. For a detailed review of this lexical layer, we studied newspapers and
electronic periodicals for 2020.

Language development is primarily provided by vocabulary that is more
sensitive to any changes in social life and is a special form of accumulation of social
and cognitive experience and its transmission in the chain of generations. One of the
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main areas of national-colored vocabulary that reflects the peculiarities of the life of a
native-speaking people is socio-political vocabulary, in which the peculiarities of the
country's structure, socio-political structure of society, and its history are fully
manifested. Socio-political vocabulary includes not only a linguistic datum as a
materialized product of socio-political activity, but also is a connecting layer with the
epoch [4; 5; 6].

Socio-political vocabulary is that part of the vocabulary of the language that not
only denotes the concepts of social life, but in its use reveals social and ideological
features, differentiating at the same time [1, p. 137-138].

Studies of socio-political vocabulary in historical terms make it possible to
speak about a certain style of political direction of the historical era. The study of
socio-political vocabulary against a historical background with the involvement of
data of a country-specific nature occurs due to the fact that it is particularly sensitive
to changes occurring in the modern world. In this regard, linguists prefer to analyze
periods of socio-political vocabulary that correspond to turning points in the life of
society, when a number of new phenomena arise, political parties appear, methods of
state leadership change, and at the same time new lexical units appear to denote
concepts in this area, for example: power, state, monarchism, Republic. The
composition of socio-political vocabulary is constantly changing, since changes are
constantly occurring in socio-political life.

The relationship between socio-political vocabulary and non-linguistic reality is
manifested in the degree of activity of the lexical unit in speech. Sometimes a lexical
unit that appears on the pages of a newspaper, created to reflect a phenomenon or
process in the socio-political life of a country, appears in the press of other countries
within a few days. Such an example is the lexical units that denote geographical
names indicating territorial changes. Socio-political vocabulary is an important
element of the development of society. It is in the socio-political vocabulary that all
the changes typical of the vocabulary as a whole are reflected.

Studying the socio-political vocabulary, linguists determine that within this
lexical layer, the core is clearly distinguished-words of the «narrow political»
category such as «state». The core of the socio-political vocabulary is socio-political
terminology and book vocabulary. The leading semantic feature of the socio-political
vocabulary is the presence of the semantic component «political, social» in the
structure of the meaning of the lexical unit. The presence of this component is
determined using dictionary definitions.

Different spheres of life affect the vocabulary of the language in different ways,
but, apparently, none of them had such a deep and versatile impact on the lexical
system, phraseological composition and semantic structure of the language as modern
socio-political life.

Linguistics has accumulated a huge number of works devoted to the analysis of
socio-political vocabulary. A superficial analysis of several works shows that there is
a great discrepancy not only in the name of this group of words, but also in the
definition of thematic classes included in the socio-political vocabulary: «...until now,
there are no clear principles of its classification, there is no single definition, there
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are no common criteria for determining the composition and boundaries of socio-
political vocabulary and socio-political terminology» [2]. In general, researchers
identify such common lexical-thematic groups:

1) names that characterize the activities of public and political organizations:
party, revolution, excitement, meeting, organization, conference, society, Council,
mandate, regional Committee, Plenum, trade Union, Congress;

2) the words and phrases that Express the worldview, ethics, morality:
Motherland, freedom, humanity, life, law, equality, conscience, community,
solidarity, heroism, humanity, honor, views, the duty, etc.;

3) names indicating the structure of the state and society: state, country and
others.

The thematic vocabulary includes: Law. Foreign Policy. Military Sphere
(Army). Economy. The Administrative Area. Philosophy. Religion.

E. E. Osetrova refers the topic «Diplomacy and War» to the current problems of
modern international relations, in which she identifies the following sub-themes:
Talks, Compromise and Deadlock, Conflicts, Hostilities and The Peace Process.

Socio-political terminology has an important place in the language of the
newspaper. This is a special layer of newspaper vocabulary. Especially important is
the socio-political vocabulary in a newspaper that covers socio-political events in
domestic and international life. «In terms of usage, specific weight, and conceptual
significance of the designated concepts, socio-political vocabulary occupies a central
place in the newspaper (22%), and forms the core of the newspaper-journalistic
lexical and phraseological Fund» [4, p.31]. In a certain sense, socio-political
terminology, defined as «the part of the dictionary that includes the names of
phenomena and concepts from the sphere of socio-political life, i.e. from the field of
political, socio-economic, worldview-philosophical - is the terminology of
journalism, since the content of journalism is primarily socio-political topics» [4,
p.30]. To his mind, the terms socio-political vocabulary and socio-political
terminology are used as synonyms. Socio-political terminology is characterized by a
high percentage of borrowing words and word-forming morphemes.

Socio-political vocabulary is considered by many scientists as part of the
journalistic style. Therefore, it is quite susceptible to semantic changes that go after
political and social movements in the state.

Each new stage of historical development leads to the fact that the use of socio-
political vocabulary changes. The language of the socio-political sphere is, first of all,
the promotion of ideas and views. Its appearance and existence is due to
extralinguistic factors. The essence of this phenomenon is that various segments of
the population, political parties and individuals tried to express their attitude to the
events of that time, as well as to discuss important issues for them. This contributed
to the actualization and consolidation of new, previously unused words and their
combinations. For example, democratic freedom and rights, names of political
parties, the system of power choice, and so on.

Socio-political vocabulary has a significant role in the life of society. At the
same time the researchers face a number of challenges in the study of this area:
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insufficient elaboration of this issue in the works on terminology; weak study of the
functional and semasiological aspects; the identification and subsequent
systematization of the vocabulary of the language. Detailed studies of these aspects
allow us to get and enrich the idea of the lexical composition of the groups under
consideration. The easiest way to do this is to create a dictionary of the political
sphere.

The study of socio-political vocabulary, which is based solely on the material
extracted from dictionaries, cannot be considered as absolutely reliable. The reason
for this, according to some scientists, lies in the very nature of the source, which is
simply a product of lexicographic modeling of the language system. That is, in this
case, there is a situation of «double subjectivism». It affects the scientific significance
of the research carried out. In addition, dictionaries, as well as the entire language,
are not without bias. The most frequent statements of criticism are the content of a
particular point of view and the presentation of a specific understanding. Therefore,
most often attention is paid to words and compound names that are used to serve the
sphere of social and political life. There are many classifications of socio-political
vocabulary. In general, researchers consider such thematic groups: Forms of social
structure; Subjects of the Supreme state power; Form structure of the country.

The terminology and vocabulary of the socio-political sphere are two separate,
but at the same time closely interrelated, dynamically developing systems. Their main
functional features are: reinterpretation of the existing composite non-terminological
names and functioning of a number of names in specific conditions. As an example,
we can use quasi-synonyms. These units are characterized by over-actualization of
the originally existing denotative micro-components. As an alternative, we can
consider the distribution of terms in their original form or with a certain extension
and specification. In the first case, this applies when something needs to be over-
actualized. The example for the expansion and concretization is: the head of state of
Germany.

The use of socio-political vocabulary is always the result of dissatisfaction with
certain moments or even crisis phenomena in the state. The emergence and deepening
of contradictions in the socio-economic and socio-political sphere, the emergence of
problems, changes in the life of the country allows us to judge the prospects. That is,
any radicalization of words of socio-political vocabulary, examples of which can be
seen even now, leads to the fact that the situation is escalating. This is clearly
reflected in the socio-political vocabulary.

It is considered that socio-political terminology is quite stable, because due to its
specificity, it is formed quite slowly. The English socio-political vocabulary has
undergone numerous qualitative and quantitative changes over the past few decades.
They were caused by a very rapid development of society. At the same time, there is
a clear tendency to complicate the forms and components. Thus, the modern socio-
political vocabulary of the English language is based on the formation of new affixes,
which allows you to experiment with ways of word formation. At the same time, their
appearance and design reveals the existence of close relationships between different
levels of the language. This is especially true for the morphemic and lexical ones.
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Neologisms create the necessary conditions for the formation of derivational
elements. They, in turn, are used to create new lexical solutions and so on. At the
same time, there is a tendency to increase the specific weight of complex words. It is
from them that the largest group of lexical solutions is formed. In the process of
forming a large number of semantic neologisms, several mechanisms take part, each
of which in its own way complicates the internal form.

Socio-political lexemes retain their status as special names, but they perform a
pragmatic, axiological and aesthetic function. And the latter is more characteristic of
fiction. The systemicity of the selected and used lexical sets is manifested in
numerous multidimensional and multi-level relationships. Special attention should be
paid to: a developed and numerous system of quasi-synonymic relations, when
opposite views are objectified in the language; a developed system of quasi-
synonymic relations, which are the product of the multi-aspect of socio-political
names used.

Let’s consider the examples of socio-political vocabulary and phraseology:

Observation, isolation, coronavirus — «Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine has
canceled the obligatory observation or self-isolation for residents of occupied
Donbas and Crimea. Those who provide a negative test for coronavirus will be
allowed to pass without the need to stay in isolation» [8];

self-isolation, quarantine — «... those who got back to Ukraine and those who
arrived from the temporarily occupied areas are obliged to undergo 14-days-long
quarantine. The alternative option would be a self-isolation with the use of a digital
app called Diy Vdoma (Act at Home)» [8];

vaccine — According to a new poll, 35 percent of Americans will choose not to
get vaccinated for the novel coronavirus when the option becomes available — and
that number turns out to be similar along all major demographics [9];

pandemic, virus — The COVID-19 pandemic in Norway is part of the worldwide
pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). On 26 February 2020, the virus
was confirmed to have spread to Norway [10].

We have considered examples of socio-political vocabulary and phraseology,
how they are formed and studied by specialists in English. In this case, we should
finally highlight two important points: 1) words and their application can be used as
an indicator of the development and flow of processes; 2) develop basic criteria for
the study, substantiates, and clarifies the limits of application, discusses the
correlation between various units. We offer to add the dictionary and include one
more thematic group «quarantine and coronavirus» with the following vocabulary:
observation, isolation, self-isolation, distance, quarantine, hygiene, vaccine, mask,
gloves, pandemic, epidemic, virus, remote work, distance learning, remote access,
overalls, border closure, antiseptic, lung ventilation devices, respirator and so on.

The theoretical significance of this article is that we have updated socio-political
vocabulary as an object of linguistic research and tried to classify it on several
grounds.
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The practical significance of our research is in studying the understanding and
functioning of socio-political vocabulary in modern mass media.
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Anomauisn

Boosenko Temana. Cyuacna anziomoena cycniibHo-noaimuiuna 1eKCuKa

Cmamms npucesyena aHanizy o0coOausocmeli aHeloMOB8HOI MepMiHON02IT
coyianvbHo-noaimuyHoi cpepu ma yHigixayii HO80I mepmiHoN02ii, WO BUHUKAE NiO
BNIIUBOM 2N0OANBHUX COYIANLHUX 3MiH. Bpaxoeytouu 3minu, wo 8i00ynucs 6 mMosi 3a
OCMAHHI OecaAmunimms, asmop O0OIPYHMOBYE HeOOXIOHICMb CKIAOAHHS CY4YaCHO20
CNOBHUKA COYLANbHO-NOIIMUYHOT IeKCUKU.

Knwuosi cnosea: nonimuyna KoOMYHIKAYis, CYCRIIbHO-NOIIMUYHA JIeKCUKA,
MEPMIHON02IA, MeMamudHa K1acugikayis, memamudua niocpynd.

Summary
Vdovenko Tetyana. Modern english socio-political terminology
The article is devoted to the analysis of the peculiarities of the English-language
terminology of the socio-political sphere and unification of the new terminology,
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which appears under the influence of global social changes. Considering the changes
that have occurred in the language during the last decades the author argues for the
necessity to compile a modern dictionary of the socio-political vocabulary.

Key words: political communication, socio-political vocabulary, terminology,
thematic classification, thematic sub-group.
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JIOM ITO3TA BOJIOIINHA KAK «BBICOKHI OBPA3EI]
KYJBbBTYPHOI'O CTPOUTEJBCTBA»

B ouorpadgum Makcumminana Bonommuna tema Kokrebens 3anumaer ocoboe
MmecTo. B ero m3BecTHbix «KokreOenbckux coHnerax», kak nomuepkupaer H. Konak,
«onrka MakcoBa aBToOMorpadu3mMa TOHKONW HHUTHIO CIUIETEHA CO 3BYKaMH JAPYTUX
nepconaxei» [10, ¢. 384]. IIpeaensHo Bbicok madoc BocneToro uM Kokrebenst U BO
MHOTHUX JpPYrUX TpOU3BENEHUsIX: «30ecv cmuvik xpebmoe Kaexaza u bankan u
nobepexcoam dmux CKYOHbIX CmMpaH GeluKkul nagoc JIUpuxku 3asewam ¢
nepeonauaivhslx oneu» [3, c. 225].

bosnbiyro yacte xxu3Hu M. BonomyH NpoXuil Ha 3TOU «3€MJIE MOTUJI, MOJIUTB
U MEIUTAlUN», «3eMJie YTEPSIHHBIX 00TOBY», TOCKOM MO KOTOPOM TOMHUJIACH €T0 TyIlia
BO BpEMS HEAOJIMX OTHE3JO0B. 3J€Ch OH POAMIICA KaK IO3T, O YEM IHCAJ B CTUXAX:
«C mex nop, Kak OMpOKOM Y MOJYAIUBLIX MOPIHCECTEEHHO-NYCMBIHHBIX 0epecos
OYHYIICA 5 — OYULA MOsL PA3bANACH, U MbICAb POCILA, TeNulach U 8asndch No CKIAOKam
eop, no evleuvam xonamos» [6, c. 49]. Ero kuMMepHiiCKUe BIICYATIICHHS OTPA3UIIHCh
HE TOJILKO B MO33UH, HO U B akBapessix. ['oBopun BosiomuH u 00 UCKIIOUUTEIHHOMN
UCTOPUYECKON 3HAUMMOCTH JroOuMoro kpas. Hegapom, oOpamiasice kK yuTaTento, oH
NpU3bIBAL: «Botidu, mou cocmv, cmpsaxnu scumetickuti npax/ v niecenv oym y moezo
nopoea...» — WMesi B BUJY CBOIO BBICTPAJaHHYIO JIIOOOBBIO TMO3TA U XYJOKHHUKA
Kummepuro [4, c.388]. WccnenoBatenum TBopueckor Ouorpadguu mucaTens
YTBEPKIAIOT, YTO OH «mucai o Kokrebese ¢ TOUHOCThIO U CTpOrocTbio. EMy HuKoraa
HE OBUIO JIETKO MUCAaTh CTHXH, OH TpeOoBay OT ceOsl MOBBIIMICHHOTO BHUMAaHUS K
¢dopme, noBoaMI 3TU TpeOOBaHUS 10 coBeplieHCTBA. OCOOEHHO 3TO SICHO BUIHO Ha
IpUMeEpe €ro KOKTEOEIhCKUX MPOU3BEIACHUM, T/I€ OH MBITACTCA BIHUCATh HUCTOPHIO,
I'€0JIOTHI0, 00TAHUKY B CBOM TEKCTHI» [1].

M. BonommH — «reHuii MecTa», CO3JaTelb YIWBUTEIBHOTO TBOPYECKOTO
yroika B KoxreOene, KOTOpblil BOT yxe Oosiee cTa JIET SBISETCS KYyJIbTYPHBIM
IIPOCTPAHCTBOM MHMPOBOIO 3HaueHUsA. B ucropum XX Beka O4eHb MAJIO NPUMEPOB
TOTO, KaK MOAT WK XYJ0XKHHUK caM CTpOouiI ce0e Kuibe, MacTepckyto. OObIYHO OHU
apeH/I0BaJM, MOKYMalu WIH, B JY4IIeM clydyae, 3aKa3bIBajd MPOEKT apXUTEKTOpY.



