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Delyusto M. Wedding lexicon of the Ukrainian South-Bessarabia dialect 
The Ukrainian resettlement Southern Bessarabia dialects represent considerable 

interest for linguistics, because of their functioning in multilingual and multidialectal 
area more than two hundred years. They also are an important source of observation of 
dialectal dynamics, language interference, principles of saving archaic and appearing of 
innovation phenomena. The article deals with the description of wedding ceremony in the 
Ukrainian dialects spoken in the villages of Southern Bessarabia. The author of this 
article illustrates a wedding lexicon of one of the Ukrainian dialects of this region on the 
basis of information of dialectal texts and of questionnaire for «Atlas of the Ukrainian 
dialects spread between the Danube and the Dniester rivers» with the aim to define more 
exactly the origin and the place in whole classification of investigating dialect. 

The author describes this rite through the prism of dialectal texts gathered from 
different bearers of this steppe dialect. These texts have an essential advantage over 
other tools of preservation and ordering of linguistic evidence. It is considered that 
analysis of dialectal texts opens vistas for a more penetrating and diversified 
investigation of Southern Bessarabia dialect continuum. The main attention in the article 
is paid to the description of some components of the wedding ceremony, ritual acts, 
actions and wedding treats. The diagnostic patterns of wedding ceremony reflecting the 
cultural identity of dialectal continuum of this Ukrainian region are highlighted. Further 
investigation of rites and ritual acts nomination of Ukrainian dialects spread in the 
Southern Bessarabia will give the material for description of areal variation of regional 
lexis through the prism of traditional culture. Gathered patterns will become the basis of 
maps for «Multi-lingual atlas of dialects spread between the Danube and the Dniester 
rivers» which is the main result of scientific project of Izmail State University of 
Humanities «The description and mapping of the space between the Danube and the 
Dniester rivers – a new European model of conflict-free interaction of different system 
languages and dialects». 

Key words: the Ukrainian dialect, wedding ceremony, nomination, dialectal texts, 
Southern Bessarabia. 
 
 
 
  


